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Empowering the younger generation
to protect our ocean and waters
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SHORE in a nutshell
SHORE (Empower students as 
the agents of change) is a 3-year 
Horizon Europe-funded project 
aiming to increase the ocean and 
water literacy of the younger 
generation. Through a unique 
approach, SHORE offers guidance 
and funding to educators for the 
implementation of blue projects 
in schools and provides students 
with the right skills and knowledge 
to become eco-citizens.

Key information

Key
achievements

What is ocean and 
water literacy and why 
is it important? 
Ocean and water literacy is the 
understanding of how oceans 
and freshwater systems work, 
how human activities affect them, 
and how we can protect them. By 
increasing the literacy of the younger 
generation, we give them the right 
knowledge and tools to act.

3 years

3M€ funding

15 partners 10
 countries

95
Blue projects

funded

48 052
Children involved

7,23
    Tonnes of waste
         collected

26 725
Participants

in our events

262
Events organised

by our Country Hubs

1 455
Blue activities      	
  organised by
        the schools

2 700
Teachers 
involved

SPOTLIGHT ON

Mission Ocean & Waters Nights

Two editions of Mission Ocean 
& Waters Nights were held 
simultaneously in Romania, 
Türkiye, Italy and Poland. These 
events focused on the local 
communities and brought 
together researchers, 
teachers, students and the 
public to build connections 
and work together on building 
a more sustainable future for 
our oceans. Activities such as 
an international conference, 
exhibitions, clean-ups or 
hand-on demonstrations were 
organised locally.
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The SHORE 
approach 
to ocean 
& water 
literacy
The SHORE consortium 
built a unique approach 
to increase ocean literacy 
and water literacy. Our 
approach supported the 
implementation of school-
based initiatives that 
engaged students and 
teachers in meaningful 
learning and concrete 
actions, extending well 
beyond the walls of the 
schools to reach the local 
communities.

FUNDING
Open calls for schools

Through a series of 3 open calls 
for schools, SHORE provided 
grants to 95 schools for the 

implementation of their blue 
projects. 

SUPPORT
Mentors & Country Hubs

SHORE has established a 
network of 7 Country Hubs 

who offer support to schools 
by disseminating ocean literacy 
practices, organising community 

engagement activities and 
providing guidance. Their role was 
essential in ensuring the high-quality 

implementation of the blue projects and 
building a lasting network.

RESOURCES
Teaching routes

SHORE created step-by-step 
learning pathways that help 

teachers deliver ocean and water 
literacy activities in the classroom 

and outdoors. Each route 
includes objectives, materials, 
instructions, and ready-to-use 

worksheets adapted to different 
age groups.

INTERACTION
Platform

The SHORE Community Platform 
is the central hub of the 

project. It hosts education 
materials, games, and 
collaborative space for 
funded schools in order to 
maximize the impact of 
learning.

RECOGNITION
Awards
For each one of its open 
calls, SHORE held a public 
contest to select the 
best blue projects among 
the funded schools. The 
winners were awarded the 
title of “Ocean & Waters 
Ambassadors of the Year”. 

VISIBILITY 
Communication & 
Outreach
SHORE provided tailored 
materials to all the 

schools to support their 
communication efforts 

and enhance their reach 
within local communities. The 

blue projects were also put in 
the spotlight thanks to SHORE’s 

successful ‘Funded-schools series’ 
on social media. 
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BLUE EDUCATION IN ACTION

Useful
outputs

Throughout its duration, SHORE 
produced a variety of useful 
outputs to increase ocean and 
water literacy:

A dedicated community

Handbook for 
teachers

SHORE’s teaching routes are learning 
pathways that help teachers deliver 
ocean and water literacy activities

Waves of Change

A consolidated review of best practices, 
activities, and results from SHORE-
funded schools projects 

SHORE Community 
platform

A collaborative space for teachers and 
students

Mission Ocean
& Waters Helix

Join the international open innovation 
community in the blue economy, water 
and marine ecosystems fields

Scaling ocean
literacy

Lessons learned from 3 open calls of the 
SHORE mentorship program 

“Become a blue
super-hero!”

Discover the SHORE video series

Our sister projects
SHORE teamed up 
with the ProBleu and 
BlueLightS projects 
to further enhance its 
efforts to spread ocean and water 
literacy across Europe. 
Together, we jointly organised 
communication, engagement and 
outreach activities, such as:

	ρ Exhibition booths & side events at 
key EU events

	ρ Workshops & Webinars
	ρ Policy briefs on blue education
	ρ Press releases

Mission Ocean & Waters
SHORE directly 
contributed to the 
objectives of the Mission Ocean & 
Waters, in particular by empowering 
the younger generation, 
supporting community-based 
activities and ultimately increasing 
ocean and water literacy.

#EU4Ocean
#Youth4Ocean
#EUBlueSchools

Network of 
European
 “Blue Schools” 

A European Blue School is 
an educational institution, 
whether primary, 
secondary, or vocational, 
that integrates ocean 
literacy and sustainability 
into its teaching. 

 SHORE supported schools in 
submitting their application 
in order to receive their 
accreditation to the Network 
of European Blue Schools.
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Map of partners
and country
hubs

Main contact: contact@shoreproject.eu 

Website: www.shoreproject.eu

Produced by

 Italy  | 
University of Padova, Padova 
Explora – Museo dei Bambini,  Rome
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 Hungary  | 
Budapest University
of Technology & Economics, Budapest 

4

 Austria  |   
Vienna University Children’s Office, Vienna 

2

 Poland  | 
WSB University,
Dabrowa Gornicza 

7

 Romania  | 
Mare Nostrum, Constanța 
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 Türkiye  | 
Yildiz Technical University, Istanbul 
YTU Technopark, Istanbul
Turkish Marine Research Foundation, Istanbul
RKSOFT, Ankara
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 Estonia  |  
Global Skills Network, Tallinn 

3

 France  | 
Euronovia, Paris
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10
 Ireland  | 
F6S, Dublin
Crowdhelix, Cork
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 Czechia  | 
Eu&Pro centrum, Prague
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Country Hubs


