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1 Introduction

On 28.11.2024, the Water Literacy Center was officially established within Yildiz
Technical University (YTU) as a Center of Excellence for Ocean Science Education.
This significant milestone marks a key step in promoting water literacy in Turkey and
beyond by engaging researchers, educators, and the public in initiatives aimed at
raising awareness of water-related issues. The establishment of this center aligns with
the broader objectives of Work Package 4 (WP4) and is linked to Task 4.3 (T4.3),
which focuses on the development and operation of the Water Literacy Center.

2 Establishment of the Water Literacy Center

The establishment of the Water Literacy Center at YTU marks a significant milestone
in advancing water literacy and environmental awareness in Turkiye. The center was
formally announced through YTU’s official communication channels, as detailed in the
public announcement available at: YTU Water Literacy Center Announcement and It
is also published on the SHORE Project's Website, Facebook, Instagram, and X
accounts on January 8th, 2025. The center's creation has been endorsed by the
university administration and reported to the Council of Higher Education (YOK). YTU
aims to lead the initiative for the establishment of similar centers at other universities
across Turkiye. Leading national media outlets such as Habertlurk, DHA, and IHA
extensively covered the establishment of the center.

This center will serve as an umbrella organization, coordinating national and regional
activities related to water literacy and blue economy awareness. The activities will
include:

+ Organizing educational programs for university students and primary/secondary
school students.

+ Hosting public talks with ocean scientists.
+ Conducting workshops, outreach programs, and informal educational sessions.

« Facilitating impact assessments and surveys on behavioral change, in
collaboration with YTU Statistics Application and Research Center (ISUM).

3 Objectives and the Functions of the Water Literacy Center

The primary goal of the Water Literacy Center is to enhance awareness of water
science and its importance to society. The center will:

1. Act as a hub for public engagement — Bringing together researchers,

educators, students, and the wider community.

2. Coordinate educational activities — Implementing programs in collaboration
with YTU-affiliated schools to foster eco-citizenship among young learners.
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3. Conduct research and impact assessments — Evaluating the effectiveness
of blue curricula, open schooling methodologies, and outreach activities in
increasing awareness of water literacy and the blue economy.

4. Support policy and academic collaborations — Encouraging the integration
of water literacy topics into university curricula and advocating for the
establishment of similar centers at other institutions.

The center’s activities will continue beyond the project period, ensuring long-term
sustainability and continued impact. Annual events, awareness campaigns, and
partnerships with industry and academia will be organized to maintain the center’s
relevance and effectiveness.

4 Role in National and International Collaboration

YTU’s Water Literacy Center is the first of its kind in Turkiye, positioning the university
as a national leader in water literacy initiatives. The center’s establishment has been
communicated to the YOK, and discussions are underway to encourage the
development of similar centers at other Turkish universities.

At the international level, the center will engage with global water literacy networks,
collaborate with European and regional partners, and contribute to research and policy
discussions related to water education and sustainability.

5 Conclusion

The establishment of the Water Literacy Center at YTU represents a groundbreaking
initiative in promoting water science education and awareness in Turkey. As a Center
of Excellence for Ocean Science Education, it will serve as a model for other
universities and institutions looking to enhance their engagement with water literacy.
The center’s activities will contribute significantly to the objectives of WP4 and the
broader goals of water education and sustainability.

By coordinating national and international efforts, the Water Literacy Center at YTU
will ensure the long-term impact of the project, fostering a more informed and
environmentally conscious society. The next steps will involve further collaborations
with educational institutions, policymakers, and community stakeholders to expand the
reach and effectiveness of water literacy initiatives.

6 Supporting Documentation

The official establishment of the Water Literacy Center has been documented through
formal approvals and administrative records. The following annexes provide supporting
evidence of the center’s creation and operational framework:

+ Annex 1: Official Rector-Signed Establishment Documents
+ Annex 2: Announcement of the Center’s Establishment on YTU’s Website.
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T0 WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

As part of Yildiz Technical University'’s ongoing commitment to advancing scientific
research, environmental awareness, and sustainable practices, the establishment of the Water
Literacy Action Center (Center of Excellence for Ocean Science Education) at our esteemed
institution has been deemed appropriate.

This initiative aims to address critical issues related to water resources, ocean literacy, and
sustainable management of aquatic ecosystems.

The center will serve as a hub for education, research, and community outreach by
fostering collaborations among academic experts, industry professionals, policy makers, and the
general public.




Water Literacy Center at Yildiz Technical University

The Water Literacy Center, to be established within Yildiz Technical University, will serve as
an umbrella organization coordinating project activities and national hubs in selected regions.
Throughout the project, community activities, informal educational training, and discussions
with water scientists will be organized under the coordination of this center. After the project,
the center is expected to continue its activities and organize annual events in collaboration with
university students.

The center will play an active role in the preparation and analysis of impact assessments and
surveys on behavioral change. These assessments will be conducted anonymously, grouping
schools implementing blue curricula for comparative analysis.

This center is supported under the SHORE - HORIZON-MISS-2022-OCEAN-01 project.
Project number: 101112815.

The coordinator of the center will be Assoc. Prof. Dr. Afsin Yusuf Cetinkaya.




